
 

 

Government plans to regulate the short-term letting sector 
 

The ISCF members are experiencing an increasing number of operators being served with 

enforcement notices to cease trading in their short-term rental properties. There is an 

alarming trend that has the potential to negatively impact the livelihoods of many of our 

members in Dublin as well as the wider tourism economy of the country. 

If a neighbour complains to the local authority about someone running a short-term rental, 

their property and business may be shut down. Dublin City Council are already fast-tracking 

closures of short-term accommodation as a result of neighbourhood objections. This is being 

exacerbated by constant negative press and one-sided social media campaigns. 

 

With over 3000 professional operators in Dublin alone, this has far reaching consequences, 

not just for short-term renters but for the entire wider tourism sector in the city and across 

Ireland. If apartments are being served planning notices to cease trading, this will present a 

significant barrier to growth. 

  

The ISCF continues to be in talks with Dublin City Council and the Minister of Tourism, 

Brendan Griffin and Failte Ireland on this matter and it takes a pro-active approach to an 

increasing problem. ISCF recommend that there needs to a clear and transparent policy 

regarding traditional short-term rental, with clear guidance on the criteria that apply. 

 

Linda Campbell, Failte Ireland has confirmed that the working group’s submission has been 

submitted to the Minister and we are awaiting word. Unfortunately, Linda was not able to 

share the report but she feels confident that ISCF and our members will be content. ISCF 

Executive Council members still have concerns for the future of self catering in major Irish 

cities including Dublin, Cork and Galway. Ireland has gone from having no enforcement of 

planning law to now enforcing and introducing further legislation based on the ruling in 

Temple Bar last year. (Read more about the Temple Bar case Here.) 

 

Access the update provided by Eoghan Murphy, Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 

Government regarding plans to regulate the short-term letting sector Link to update. Use 

this link to access the included PDF “Guidance on Planning Applications for Short Term 

Lettings” by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government. 

http://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/airbnb-ban-for-dublin-apartment-upheld-by-board-1.2835960
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2018-06-19/586/?highlight%5B0%5D=short&highlight%5B1%5D=term
http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/circular_pl10_aph3_2017.pdf.

