
TV licence requirement for self-catering holiday properties  

 

Dear Members 

On the Subject of the TV licence requirement for self-catering holiday properties, the 

Federation have no new news. We have been informed by Higher Executive Officer of 

the Joint Committee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment that 

Committee has not met since the Federation emailed them. And that our 

“correspondence will be considered at the Committee meeting on 3 October 2017”. 

Please find below a copy of the email sent to the Joint Committee on the 22nd August 

2017 

Dear Leo 

The Irish Self Catering Federation (ISCF), the national organisation representing self-

catering owners of cottages, holiday homes, and apartments in Ireland, would like to be 

in talks with the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment about the proposed amendment for the drafting to the Broadcasting Act 

2009.  

Short term holiday lets are a vital part of the tourism accommodation choice and we 

want to get a fair resolution to the TV licence anomaly for self-catering holiday 

properties. As the representative body for these self-caterers, ISCF should be listened 

to and consulted on every aspect affecting the sector. 

We understand that as it stands, short term holiday lets/properties come under the TV 

licencing requirement under the definition of premises and specified place in 140 (1) 

and therefore require separate television licences. We agree that where a single property 

is being let and the post is being delivered directly to the property or has been redirected, 

this property requires a TV licence regardless of how many days of the year it is 

occupied. 

However, where there exists a group of properties specifically built or modified with 

the purpose of running a self-catering business, a concession should be made. Many 

self-catering operators have set up a holiday homes development under one planning 

permission, on a site with a single address all operating under the same management. 

Post is delivered to a central office or address. Individual properties are incapable of 

receiving their own post and they have neither a letter box nor a post box. We would 

request that only once TV licence is required in this case in the same way that the 

http://www.iscf.ie/


condition is applied to hotels which require only one TV licence as the post is delivered 

to a singular address at reception.  

In recent times, ISCF members have reported irregularities regarding this, as electricity 

providers and Irish Water have each given their own unique identification number to 

properties based on the same location so that they now are addressed separately! It is 

important to note that even in this case, the post is still delivered to one office or central 

letterbox. 

We strongly feel that a group of self-catering properties should not be put at a 

disadvantage to a hotel in regard to TV licence. ISCF members want to be treated as 

businesses with a sensible approach to how we are charged for services similar to hotels. 

As valuable tourism providers who support local jobs often in rural locations where our 

clients spend more money in the local economy than hotel guests do, then we should be 

allowed to remain competitive by being given equal status and recognition for the 

service we provide in the tourism sector. 

These benefits have been recognised in the European Commission’s ‘Collaborative 

Economy Communication’ and its wider ‘Digital Single Market’ agenda. The additional 

costs of individual TV licences place excessive burdens on group property owners and 

is in breach of EU Regulations in relation to EU Competition Legislation. The 

Government are giving an unfair advantage to the Hotel Industry and as EU Citizens, 

we want a level playing field. 

Thanking you in advance for your prompt action in dealing with this request discuss 

this matter further. 

Yours sincerely 

 


