
Commercial Planning Issue  
 

Early this year the Executive Council took on to address the cease and desist orders on 

rental properties which require on a change of use planning use from residential to 

commercial. This issue affects some of our members and was seen to be having a 

worrying effect on the short term rental sector, particularly in Dublin which could 

eventually spread to more counties. The Federation has been granted a meeting with 

Minister of State Patrick O’Donovan, Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport for 

the 22nd June. This meeting was subsequently cancelled due to the election for 

Taoiseach and the cabinet shuffle which followed. 

There were further developments when we discovered that a working group had been 

established consisting of An Bord Pleanála, Fáilte Ireland, the Residential Tenancies 

Board, Dublin City Council, and the Departments of Housing, Jobs and Finance.  

Fáilte Ireland informed ISCF that it was invited to participate due to the statutory remit 

with regard to tourism accommodation registration as well as Fáilte Ireland’s role in 

approving tourist accommodation in the listed sectors. They were able to tell ISCF that 

the group had discussed the change in use requirement, how it has been enforced by 

local authorities and generally about tourism legislation and the tourism traffic act. 

Fáilte Ireland have been ‘setting the scene’ regarding the statutory requirement. They 

are required to report in Q3 2017 to the working group.  

ISCF sought to be in part of this group and to be consulted on all matters relating to self 

catering. The Department of Housing, Planning Community & Local Government 

informed us that although ISCF are not invited to join the group, we were granted a 

meeting arranged with the office for the Department of Housing, Planning Community 

& Local Government on this Thursday 21st September. Peter Downey and Stephen 

McGovern to attend.  

 

Update to follow shortly 


